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Introduction to Srimadbhagavadgita

Srimadbhagavadgita contains divine words emanating from
the mouth of God Himself. Its glory is infinite, unlimited.
None can really describe it.

As a scripture, the Gita embodies the supreme spiritual
mystery and secret. It contains the essence of all four Vedas.
Its style is so simple and elegant that after a little study a
man can easily follow the structure of its words; but the
thought behind those words, is so deep that even a lifelong
continuous study does not show the end of it. The topics
of Action and Knowledge have been discussed in the Gita
in such a way that its parallel cannot be found in any other
book. The Gita is so incomparable that there is no word in
it which is free from some instructive thought. The divine
sage Vedavyasa himself says:—

“The Gita alone should be sung, heard, recited, studied,
taught, pondered and assimilated properly and well. What
is the use of collecting other scriptures? For the Gita has
emerged directly from the lotus lips of God Vishnu Himself.”

In the Gita itself the Lord openly declares that he who
follows His instructions in the shape of the Gita, will
undoubtedly attain liberation.

In case of noble souls, it is found that those who follow
their teachings become dearer to them than their own life.
The compiler of the Gita, Maharsi Vyasa recorded the
words uttered by the Lord partly in verse and the part of
it uttered in prose was versified by the compiler.
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The salient feature of the Gita is that it neither supports any
religion, caste or creed nor criticises contents of any epic or
book nor it hurts the feelings of anybody. The Gita simply
teaches the art of living by performing the duties according
to one's nature acquired from many sources to which one
is accustomed, without harming anybody, remaining aloof
from selfish motives, with the intention of doing good for
the society at large. It also presents God in real form. The
Gita enables us to understand the concept of Brahm, Jiva
and Maya or Prakriti.

The Gita does not recommend performance of rituals. On
the contrary, it propagates the theory that God is everywhere
— within us and outside us, is watching all our activities all
the time and everywhere, that we have to reap the fruits
of our own deeds, that the Jeevatma, a part of God never
perishes and is reborn after death of the body.

Needless to say that to gain spiritual knowledge should
be the primary aim of human life as without this basic
knowledge, we cannot make effective use of mind, a rare
gift of God with which the human being alone is endowed.
All wordly knowledge acquired through text books may
lead us to earn wealth or respect in the society but all these
things are temporary and none of these is carried along
when the Jiva leaves the body.

It may be concluded that the knowledge of the Gita must
be acquired by all human beings by reading or listening
from the learned.

X/ X/ X/
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Introduction to the Book

Srimadbhagvadgita contains 700 verses out of which
186 verses have been selected with the motive that the
persons who are interested in Gita but are not able to read
the full volume of this pious book for paucity of time or
not able to understand its contents because of language or
other reasons, may find it easy to apprehend. That is why
the book has been named as “Gita for the Beginners”.

All the verses included in this book have been borrowed
from the publications of Gitapress Gorakhpur with due
gratitude. Each verse has been put in four types:—

1. Original form

2. In treaty severance form
3. Gist in Hindi, and

4. Gist in English

In the end of the above, the writer has tried to narrate the
implication of the verse in plain language which can easily
be understood by a layman. Those who are interested in
reading the original verse may use the second form for
correct pronunciation.

Besides, there is a class of readers who is more comfortable
in English than Hindi. For such readers, the English version
has been given below each verse. In the end, the writer
has summed up the important messages conveyed by Shri
Krishna in this epic for the good of mankind.
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An attempt has been made to sum up the Gita in short
keeping in mind that no message is repeated and no
important message is left out as well. Still, errors and
omissions cannot be ruled out as the writer does not claim
to be a scholar of Gita and he humbly apologises for such
errors and omissions.

Hope this tiny effort will serve its purpose of spreading the
message of the Gita amonst the masses who need it most.

In the end, I must express my gratitude to my revered
Guru Shri Swami Ramanand ji Maharaj who has not only
motivated me for this noble task but also has been guiding
throughout from heavens.

Ramesh Chandra Gupta ‘Vineet’

X/ X/ X/
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Arjuna said : Oh, what a pity! Though possessed of
intelligence we have set our mind on the commission of
a great sin; that due to lust for throne and enjoyment we
are intent on killing our own kinsmen.
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Sri Bhagvan said : Arjuna, how has this infatuation overtaken
you at this odd hour? It is shunned by noble souls; neither
will it bring heaven nor fame to you.
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Arjuna said : With my very being smitten by the vice of
faint-heartedness and my mind puzzled with regard to duty,
I beseech You! Tell me that which is decidedly good; I am
your disciple. Pray, instruct me, who have taken refuge in
You.
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Sri Bhagvan said : Arjuna, you grieve over those who
should not be grieved for and yet speak like the learned;
wise men do not sorrow over the dead or the living.
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Just as boyhood, youth and old age are attributed to the
soul through this body, even so it attains another body. The
wise man does not get deluded about this.
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The unreal has no existence, and the real never ceases to
be; the reality of both has thus been perceived by the seers
of Truth.

et q disfe 39 wete aaHl
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Know that alone to be imperishable which pervades this
universe; for no one has power to destroy this indestructible
substance.
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As a man shedding worn-out garments, takes other new
ones, likewise, the embodied soul, casting off worn-out
bodies, enters into others that are new.
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Your right is to work only and never to the fruit thereof.
Do not consider yourself to be the cause of the fruit of
action; nor let your attachment be to inaction.
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Arjuna, perform your duties established in Yoga, renouncing

attachment, and be even-minded in success and failure;
evenness of mind is called ‘Yoga’.
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O Arjuna, when one thoroughly casts off all carving of the
mind, and is satisfied in the self through the joy of the self,
he is then called stable of mind.
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When, like a tortoise that draws in its limbs from all
directions, he withdraws all his senses from the sense-
objects, his mind becomes steady.
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Sense-objects turn away from him, who does not enjoy
them with his senses; but the taste from them persists. This
relish also disappears in the case of the man of stable mind
when he realizes the Supreme.
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Turbulent by nature, the senses (not free from attachment)
even of a wise man, who is practising self-control, forcibly
carry away his mind. Arjuna.
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Therefore, having controlled all the senses and concentrating
his mind, he should sit for meditation, devoting himself
heart and soul to Me. For, he whose senses are under his
control, is known to have a stable mind.
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As the waters of different rivers enter the ocean, which
though full on all sides, remains undisturbed; likewise, he
in whom all enjoyments merge themselves without causing
disturbance attains peace; not he who hankers after such
enjoyments.

@ — 39 Yalldh § M shed ¢ foh 5o 79 feerqus
AT AT A S GUR U 9H I EvEhd § 3R
T R G Y T Ul R WA HT | STHR! ST
T 3a I 9 Gadd € g B € b |ienfen fawe e
39 foufad & T U 99 S @ oyl @gg ¥ gl e
g 3y foom @t A sue faw foafaa 79 € @
St 21 freaud qRY e 9 Wied o @R B = el
G | HH-3T9HH, T -, §@-g@ 94 st 4 a8
o @Al B TH YR fedyd B T wf o WEear 6
W Y ol ® | g ki g o wn feerfd S@ et wn
¥ g & Ghdl, 7 8 W HIE 99 © W@ 8, o w1 A |




T 3

T SeE w ‘HH AR w1 AW R T ¥ s g
43 volish € TEd @ 16 Yol 1 weA fRw T 20 oE@
IAE o qeA famg A T - oTfe ek wH Ang HH
HE HI YON, HA hl AV T4 39 faaq & &l
TeEI, O qUl SR ST A SHI oh SOl gRI HHAI
HT AR FqEl, A FH HI TEH F AT FH
U9 7 T, 39 ¥ 1 SSdl odMT, I-g¥, hIH-ShIY
S ¥ =1 qoO T &l T, g oMl 1 T Faqe |

I A —

SOl AehHvRd WA fgsie |
dfer wHfr GR @ HEsEfa e

SO, O, U, o, ", 9fE:, SR,
aqa, fed, sdn, aRr, wm, FHesata, SeEl

ST A HE - T SHRA] Al U HHEH IS
T IS W @ R R ) q@ et wHA
T o 2

Arjuna said : Krsna, if You consider Knowledge as superior
to Action, why then do You urge me to this dreadful action,
Kesava?
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Sri Bhagvan said : He who outwardly restraining the organs
of sense and action, sits mentally dwelling on the objects of
senses, that man of deluded intellect is called a hypocrite.
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On the other hand, he who controlling the organs of
sense and action by the power of his will, and remaining
unattached, undertakes the Yoga of selfless Action through
those organs, Arjuna, he excels.
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Therefore, do you perform your alloted duty; for action
is superior to inaction. Desisting from action, you cannot
even maintain your body.
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Man is bound by his own action except when it is performed
for the sake of sacrifice. Therefore, Arjuna, do you efficiently
perform your duty, free from attachment, for the sake of
sacrifice alone.
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Arjuna, he who does not follow the wheel of creation thus
set going in this world i.e., does not perform his duties,
leads a sinful life, he lives in vain.
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He, however, who takes delight in the Self alone and is
gratified with Self, and is contented in the Self, has no duty.
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In this world that great soul has nothing to gain by action

nor by abstaining from action; nor has he selfish dependence
of any kind on any creature.
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Therefore, go on efficiently doing your duty at all times
without attachment. Doing work without attachment man
attains the Supreme.
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In fact all actions are being performed by the modes of
Prakrti (Primordial Nature). The fool, whose mind is deluded
by egoism, thinks: “I am the doer.”
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Attraction and repulsion are rooted in all sense-objects.
Man should never allow himself to be swayed by them,
because they are the two principal enemies standing in the
way of his redemption.
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f& ‘everything is fair in love and war’.
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One’s own duty, though devoid of merit, is preferable to
the duty of another well performed. Even death in the
performance of one’s own duty brings blessedness; another’s
duty is fraught with fear.
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Arjuna said : Now impelled by what, Krsna, does this man
commit sin even involuntarily, as though driven by force?
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Sri Bhagvan said : It is desire begotten of the element of

Rajas, which appears as wrath; nay, it is insatiable and
grossly wicked. Know this to be the enemy in this case.
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The senses are said to be greater than the body; but greater
than the senses is the mind. Greater than the mind is the
intellect; and what is greater than the intellect is He, the Self.
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Thus, Arjuna, knowing the Self which is higher than the
intellect and subduing the mind by reason, kill this enemy
in the form of desire that is hard to overcome.
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Sri Bhagvan said : Though birthless and immortal and the
Lord of all beings, I manifest Myself through My own
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Yogamaya (divine potency), keeping My nature (Prakrti)
under control.
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Arjuna, whenever righteousness is on the decline,
unrighteousness is in the ascendant, then I body Myself forth.
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For the protection of the virtuous, for the extirpation of
evil-doers, and for establishing Dharma (righteousness) on
a firm footing, I manifest Myself from age to age.
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Arjuna, howsoever men seek Me, even so do I respond to
them; for all men follow My path in everyway.
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The truth about action must be known and the truth of
inaction also must be known; even so, the truth about
prohibited action (Vikarma) must be known. For, mysterious
are the ways of action.
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He who sees inaction in action, and action in inaction, is wise
among men; he is a Yogi, who has performed all actions.
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Even the wise call him a sage, whose undertakings are all
free from desire and Sankalpa (thoughts of the world) and
whose actions are burnt up by the fire of wisdom.
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The Karmayogi, who is contented with whatever is got
unsought, is free from jealousy and has transcended all
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pairs of opposites like joy and grief, and is balanced in
success and failure, is not bound by his action.
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Arjuna, sacrifice through Knowledge, is superior to sacrifice
performed with material things. For all actions without
exception culminate in knowledge, O son of Kunti.
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Understand the true nature of that Knowledge by approaching
seers of Truth. If you prostrate at their feet, render them
service, and question them with an open and guileless

heart, those wise seers of Truth will instruct you in that
Knowledge.
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He who has mastered his senses, is exclusively devoted to
his practice and is full of faith, attains Knowledge; having
had the revelation of Truth, he immediately attains supreme
peace in the form of God-realization.
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He who lacks discrimination, is devoid of faith, and is at
the same time possessed by doubt, is lost to the spiritual
path. For the doubting soul there is neither this world, nor
the world beyond, nor even happiness.
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Sri Bhagvan said : The Karmayogi who neither hates nor
desires should ever be considered as an ever renunciant.
For, Arjuna, he who is free from the pairs of opposites is
easily liberated from bondage.
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The Karmayogis perform action only with their senses, mind,
intellect and body as well, without the feeling of mine in
respect of them and shaking off attachment, simply for the
sake of self-purification.
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God determines neither the doership nor the doings of men,
nor even their contact with the fruit of actions; but it is
Nature alone that does all this.
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The wise look with equanimity on all whether it be a
Brahmana endowed with learning and humility, a cow, an
elephant, a dog and a pariah, too.
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He whose mind remains unattached to sense-objects, derives
through meditation, the Sattvika joy which dwells in the
mind; then that Yogi, having completely identified himself
through meditation with Brahma, enjoys eternal Bliss.
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He alone, who is able to withstand, in this very life before
casting off this body, the urges of lust and anger, is a Yogi,
and he alone is a happy man.

@ — 39 el § W a1 ® € R %W 9wy
H oM WSl YaA Bl 21 ¥ famr sl w aw e @
AR oAl R oF LA I B S T Weg s oS H 3
agd foeer 8 W € aft S "eeE 7 @ 9 w6
ThAAEs aE el Tl ® S P R AfHd © SR e
ol o oA yore 1 wewEal B0 9t anl ®, o
gel 71 929 Anf, ®fU, gt off ®m @ wig @ w4 oA
Foff guifad eid <@ T €1 AR, At g 3ok S
g1 Fm W foom UH e S ot el Syes € S
IS A A SE oTER o wEd 1 gwU fean en faees
HROT IH Weh I oh ford Tgdehal 1 MM A ol TS|




AT 6

TH LA I SETEIT A’ H AW G T 2| e e
47 voiier € fomd 9 19 veltel w1 we e e ® 0 z9
qA™ & A famag 4 € — frekm & A s gfaed,
St gR1 T, 3fsa iR YRR W e, gear 1 9,
M i ARl 9 fafy, AFMEe I o AU, T Hi
a9 H HE A IUE, STHIH I A |

sirTaae —
AT HHBA HE HH HUAT J: |
¥ g o et v 9 e =nfmEaa

SHIN:, HHBOH, HEH, ®H, HACE, =, @,
g, =, 4@, =, 9, MR, |3, o=, st

ST, A — St GeY HHEGETRT IS T TR
HEATT HH BT 8, IE GIEN e Gnt ¥ AR
FaA AVTH AW FEAACT TR @l & qer Haet
frmeiieet T w@aen At T8 2

SrT Bhagvan said : He who does his duty without expecting
the fruit of actions is a Sannyasi (Sankhyayogi) and a Yogi
(Karmayogi) both. He is no Sannyasi (renouncer) who has
merely renounced the sacred fire; even so, he is no Yogi
who has merely given up all activity.
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One should lift oneself by one’s own efforts and should

not degrade oneself; for one’s own self is one’s friend, and
one’s own self is one’s own enemy.
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One’s own Self is the friend of the soul by whom the
lower self (consisting of the mind, senses and body) has
been conquered; even so, the very Self of him, who has
not conquered his lower self, behaves antagonistically like
an enemy.
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Having firmly set his seat in a spot which is free from dirt
and other impurities with the sacred Kusa grass, a deerskin
and a cloth spread thereon, one upon the other, (Kusa below,
deerskin in the middle and the cloth uppermost), neither
very high nor very low;
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And, occupying that seat, concentrating the mind and
controlling the functions of the mind and senses, he should
practise Yoga for self-purification;
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Holding the trunk, head and neck straight and steady,

remaining firm and fixing the gaze on the tip of his nose,
without looking in other directions.
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Arjuna, this Yoga is neither for him who overeats, nor
for him who observes complete fast; it is neither for him
who is given to too much sleep, nor even for him who is
ceaselessly awake.
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Yoga, which rids one of woe, is accomplished only by
him who is regulated in diet and recreation, regulated in
performing actions, and regulated in sleep and wakefulness.
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And having obtained which he does not reckon any other
gain as greater than that, and established in which he is
not shaken even by the heaviest of sorrows;
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Drawing back the restless and fidgety mind from all those
objects after which it runs, he should repeatedly fix it on
God.
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Arjuna said : For, Krsna, the mind is very unsteady, turbulent,
tenacious and powerful; therefore, I consider it as difficult
to control as the wind.
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Sr1 Bhagwan said : The mind is restless no doubt, and
difficult to curb, Arjuna; but it can be brought under control
by repeated practice (of meditation) and by the exercise of
dispassion, O son of Kunti.
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Yoga is difficult of achievement by one whose mind is not
subdued by him; however, who has the mind under control,
and is ceaselessly striving, it can be easily attained through
practice. Such is My conviction.
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Arjuna said : Krsna, what becomes of the aspirant who,
though endowed with faith, has not been able to subdue his
passions, and whose mind is, therefore, diverted from Yoga
at the time of death, and who thus fails to reach perfection
in Yoga (God-realization)?
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Krsna, swerved from the path leading to God-realization
and without anything to stand upon, is he not lost like
the scattered cloud, deprived of both God-realization and
heavenly enjoyment?

Il 37 9 38 i AT —

frod volie d wer] 4 el of fof 9 71 o &
o & ® tw At A W TR Y Fehdl 3R e
J T W oW W R H SUE A S o — HAWE R
R | fm off o 1 Y9 w® S € fR st #d gy
fi sl ¥ e fam fordt sror 9 foa=fea & Sar @
Al U WeE KT FT WM BN T OFA ST S W HT
e = B St ® | o o T 3R uwed gEl bl E
@l dl T Sl ? TR ST A 409 vl | 34 ¥




74 sMiar-gatreet
sfterargarer —

el AdE A AR e

T & FeampehREggia ad TSk 40 1

ref, |9, wd, 3§, |, 1H, foAmn, =, fowm,
A, &, woawrpq, sivwq, gitty, ad, T=sia)

M S - @ W) 39 GEWer 7 o 3 deH
W A ¢ IR T Wed € FEite @ @R
TSRS ot ordliq seonfas o w6 Sweaen
w1 ot wg gt e @ e

Sri Bhagvan said : Arjuna, there is no fall for him either
here or hereafter. For, O My beloved, none who strives
for self-redemption (i.e., God-realization) ever meets with
evil destiny.
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Such a person who has strayed from Yoga, obtains the higher
worlds, (heaven etc.) to which men of meritorious deeds
alone are entitled, and having resided there for innumerable
years, takes birth of pious and prosperous parents.
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The Yogi is superior to the ascetics; he is regarded superior
even to those versed in sacred lore. The YogT is also superior

to those who perform action with some interested motive.
Therefore, Arjuna, do become a Yogi.
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Of all Yogis, again, he who devoutly worships Me with
his mind focussed on Me is considered by Me to be the
best Yogi.
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Sr Bhagvan said : Hardly one among thousands of men
strives to realize Me; of those striving Yogis, again, some
rare one, devoting himself exclusively to Me, knows Me
in reality.
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Earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, reason and also ego —
these constitute My nature divided into eight parts. This
indeed is My lower (material) nature; the other than this
by which the whole universe is sustained, know it to be
My higher (or spiritual) nature in the form of Jiva (the life
principle), O Arjuna.
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Arjuna, know that all beings have evolved from this twofold

Prakrti, and that I am the source of the entire creation, and
into Me again it dissolves.
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There is nothing else besides Me, Arjuna. Like clusters of
yarn-beads formed by knots on a thread, all this is threaded
on Me.
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Arjuna, I am sapidity in water and the radiance in the moon

and the sun; I am the sacred syllable OM in all the Vedas,
the sound in ether, and virility in men.
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I am the pure odour (the subtle principle of smell) in the

earth and the brightness in fire; nay, I am the life in all
beings and austerity in the ascetics.
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Arjuna, know Me the eternal seed of all beings. I am the
intelligence of the intelligent; the glory of the glorious am I.
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Arjuna, of the mighty I am the might, free from passion
and desire; in beings I am the sexual desire not conflicting
with virtue or scriptural injunctions.
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For, this most wonderful Maya (veil) of Mine, consisting
of the three Gunas (modes of Nature), is extremely difficult
to breakthrough; those, however, who constantly adore Me
alone, are able to cross it.

T — Yol 13 9 14 § %8l T @ f6 qene 9=
WEM h FW TR T e W oFfaw € e ST
A Wicaeh, U@ o qF9 — 39 o qel 9 el g3l g,
3l o IR e U orew o L HH § g Bl ® 3R
S H B ATH B IR-GR S odl @dl © | TRl
I off T T @ o A€ T w5 oA S G gER
B A AT v W, 9O W 3@ UR TEl Y ehal | 39
el 9El UR HL Hehdl & S chedd WA W 37fHa # iR
R STh! Wioldl @ T sl fifvem @ f @ 1 ur
fordl fofl S9eR i S I e

TAfaer WS WP ST GehiaeissiT|
sl gt et @ sRadw 60

Tqfaemn:, 9o, "M, S, gHiaE:, ST,
afret:, fSamg:, sterefl, s, =, wRaSW|

T WAGREE HS ) IUT HH HIAGT i,
a1, g ik T - ¥W AR YehReh SRSt HEeh!
T~ F)




BEAA 7 85

Four types of devotees of noble deeds worship Me, Arjuna,
the seeker after wordly possessions, the afflicted, the seeker
for knowledge, and the man of wisdom, O best of Bharatas.
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Whatever celestial form a devotee (craving for some worldly
object) chooses to worship with reverence, I stabilize the
faith of that particular devotee in that very form.
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Arjuna, I know all beings, past as well as present, nay,

even those that are yet to come; but none, devoid of faith
and devotion, knows Me.
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O valiant Arjuna, through delusion in the form of pairs of
opposites (such as pleasure and pain etc.) born of desire
and aversion, all living creatures in this world are falling
prey to infatuation.
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But those men of virtuous deeds, whose sins have come
to an end, being freed from delusion in the form of pairs
of opposites born of attraction and repulsion, worship Me
with a firm resolve in every way.
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Sri Bhagvan said : He who departs from the body, thinking
of Me alone even at the time of death, attains My state;
there is no doubt about it.
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Arjuna, thinking of whatever entity one leaves the body
at the time of death, that and that alone one attains, being
ever absorbed in its thought.
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Therefore, Arjuna, think of Me at all times and fight. With
mind and reason thus set on Me, you will doubtless come
to Me.
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Arjuna, whosoever always and constantly thinks of Me
with undivided mind, to that Yogt ever absorbed in Me I
am easily attainable.

O QS G |
Aegafd HeH: AiifE 9 T s

WWWWWWWQ@%
W T§ UK QA el W @i

Great souls, who have attained the highest perfection, having
come to Me, are no more subject to transitory rebirth, which
is the abode of sorrow, and transient by nature.
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Arjuna, all the worlds from Brahmaloka (the heavenly
realm of the creator, Brahma) downwards are liable to
birth and rebirth. But, O son of Kunti, on attaining Me
there is no rebirth (For, while I am beyond Time, regions
like Brahmaloka, being conditioned by time, are transitory).
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Sr1 Bhagvan said : Arjuna, during the Final Dissolution

all beings enter My Prakrti (the prime cause), and at the
beginning of creation, I send them forth again.
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Arjuna, under My aegis, Nature brings forth the whole
creation, consisting of both sentient and insentient beings;
it is due to this cause that the wheel of Samsara is going
round.
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On the other hand, Arjuna, great souls who have embraced
the divine nature, knowing Me as the prime source of all
beings and the imperishable eternal, worship Me constantly
with one-pointedness of mind.
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Constantly chanting My names and glories and striving for
My realization, and bowing again and again to Me, those
devotees of firm resolve, ever united with me through
meditation, worship Me with single-minded devotion.
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I am the Vedic ritual, I am the sacrifice, I am the offering
to the departed; I am the herbage and foodgrains; I am the

sacred mantra, I am the clarified butter, I am the sacred fire,
and I am verily the act of offering oblations into the fire.
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I am the sustainer and ruler of this universe, its father,
mother and grandfather, the one worth knowing, the purifier,
the sacred syllable OM, and the three Vedas — Rk, Yajus
and Sama.
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I am the supreme goal, sustainer, lord, witness, abode,
refuge, well-wisher seeking no return, origin and end,

resting-place, store-house to which all beings return at the
time of universal destruction, and the imperishable seed.
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I radiate heat as the sun, and hold back as well as send

forth showers, Arjuna. I am immortality as well as death;
even so, I am being and also non-being.
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The devotees, however, who loving no one else constantly
think of Me, and worship Me in a disinterested spirit, to

those ever united in thought with Me, I bring full security
and personally attend to their needs.
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Arjuna, even those devotees who, endowed with faith,
worship other gods (with some interested motive) worship
Me alone, though with a mistaken approach.
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Those who are votaries of gods, go to gods, those who are
votaries of manes, reach the manes; those who adore the
spirits, reach the spirits and those who worship Me, come
to Me alone. That is why My devotees are no longer subject
to birth and death.
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Whosoever offers Me with love a leaf, a flower, a fruit or
water, I appear in person before that selfless devotee of
sinless mind, and delightfully partake of that article offered
by him with love.
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Arjuna, whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you
offer as oblation to the sacred fire, whatever you bestow
as a gift, whatever you do by way of penance, offer all
that to Me.
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With your mind thus established in the Yoga of renunciation
(offering of all actions to Me), you will be freed from the
bondage of action in the form of good and evil results;
thus freed from them, you will attain Me.
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Even if the vilest sinner worships Me with exclusive
devotion, he should be regarded a saint; for, he has rightly
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resolved. (He is positive in his belief that there is nothing
like devoted worship of God.)
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Arjuna! women, Vaisyas (members of the trading and
agriculturist classes), Siidras (those belonging to the labour
and artisan classes), as well as those of impious birth (such
as the pariah), whoever they may be, taking refuge in Me,
they too attain the supreme goal.
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Fix your mind on Me, be devoted to Me, worship Me and

make obeisance to Me, thus linking yourself with Me and
entirely depending on Me, you shall come to Me.
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Sr1 Bhagvan said : I am the source of all creation and
everything in the world moves because of Me; knowing
thus, the wise, full of devotion, constantly worship Me.
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With their minds fixed on Me, and their lives surrendered
to Me, conversing and enlightening one another about
My glories, My devotees ever remain contented and take
delight in Me.
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On those ever united through meditation with Me and

worshipping Me with love, I confer that Yoga of wisdom
by which they come to Me.
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In order to bestow My compassion on them, I, dwelling
in their hearts, dispel their darkness born of ignorance by
the illuminating lamp of knowledge.
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Arjuna said : O Master of Yoga, through what process
of continuous meditation shall I know You? And in what
particular forms, O Lord, are You to be meditated upon
by me?
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ST Bhagvan said : Arjuna, I am the universal Self seated

in the hearts of all beings; so I alone am the beginning,
the middle and also the end of all beings.
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Arjuna, I am the beginning, the middle and the end of all
creations, Of all knowledge, I am the knowledge of the

soul (metaphysics); among disputants, I am the right type
of discussion.
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Among the sounds represented by the various letters, I am
‘A’ (the sound represented by the first letter of the alphabet);
of the different kinds of compounds in grammar, I am the
copulative compound. I am verily the endless Time (the

devourer of Time, God); I am the sustainer of all, having
My face on all sides.
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Every such being as is glorious, brilliant and powerful,
know that to be a part manifestation of My glory.




116 SNar-gat&reet

oAl qgAad BF SR dErs
faewRit FHmEa Rl stz

fos, s1ew, saH, FH, THIvH, fee:, STl

AT ? I] TH Wgd SFRR O T TESE R
# @ wel S Ut Anwitees W SivmEEE
gRUT Hh R €

Or, what will you gain by knowing all this in detail, Arjuna?
Suffice it to say that I hold this entire universe by a fraction
of My Yogic Power.
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Sanjay said : Arjuna saw the supreme Deity possessing
many mouths and eyes, presenting many a wonderful
sight, decked with many divine ornaments, wielding
many uplifted divine weapons, wearing divine garlands
and vestments, anointed all over with divine fragrances,
full of all wonders, infinite and having faces on
all sides.
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If there be the effulgence of a thousand suns bursting forth
all at once in the heavens, even that would hardly approach
the splendour of the mighty Lord.2
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Arjuna said : Tell me who You are with a form so terrible?
My obeisance to You, O best of gods; be kind to me. I
wish to know You, the Primal Being, in particular; for I
know not what you intend to do.
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Sri Bhagvan said : I am mighty Kala (the eternal Time
spirit), the destroyer of the worlds. I am out to exterminate
these people. Even without you all those warriors, arrayed
in the enemy’s camp, shall die.

THRAS a9

5 R S S IR B 6 {
maa Fean gERa

i 9 w33 0




FreT 11 121

JEed, (9", 995, W4, UF, Ud, e,
gan, ud, Fimsm, 99, asdre |

FAua q SS! TW W H AR ISRl ST
- @O TeFH |l 4 O IRER TEeiEd
M gRT AR T €1 T AW § @ waer s
s ST

Therefore, you do arise and win glory; conquering foes,
enjoy the affluent kingdom. These warriors stand already
slain by Me; be you only an instrument. Arjuna.
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Arjuna said : Lord, well it is, the universe exults and is
filled with love by chanting Your names, virtues and glory;
terrified Raksasas are fleeing in all directions, and all the
hosts of Siddhas are bowing to You.
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You are Vayu (the wind-god), Yama (the god of death), Agni
(the god of fire), Varuna (the god of water), the moon-god,
Brahma (the Lord of creation), nay, the father of Brahma
himself. Hail, hail to You a thousand times; salutations,
repeated salutation to You once again.
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SrT Bhagvan said : Arjuna, in this mortal world I cannot be
seen in this Form by anyone other than you, either through
the study of the Vedas or by rituals, or, again, through gifts,
actions or austere penances.
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Neither by study of the Vedas, nor by penance, nor again

by charity, nor even by rituals can I be seen in this form
(with four-arms) as you have seen Me.
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Through single-minded devotion, however, I can be seen
in this form (with four-arms), nay, known in essence and
even entered into, O valiant Arjuna.
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Arjuna, he who performs all his duties for My
sake, depends on Me, is devoted to Me, has no
attachment, and is free from malice towards all beings,
reaches Me.
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S Bhagvan said : Therefore, fix your mind on Me, and
establish your intellect in Me alone; thereafter you will
abide solely in Me. There is no doubt about it.
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If you cannot steadily fix the mind on Me, Arjuna, then
seek to attain Me through the Yoga of practice.
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If you are unable even to the pursuit of such practice, be
intent to work for Me; you shall attain perfection (in the
form of My realization) even by performing actions for
My sake.
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If, taking recourse to the Yoga of My realization, you
are unable even to do this, then, subduing your mind and
intellect etc., relinquish the fruit of all actions.
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Knowledge is better than practice without discernment,
meditation on God is superior to knowledge, and renunciation
of the fruit of actions is even superior to meditation; for
peace immediately follows renunciation.
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He who is free from malice towards all beings, friendly
and compassionate, and free from the feelings of ‘I’ and
‘mine’, balanced in joy and sorrow, forgiving by nature,
ever-contented and mentally united with Me, nay, who has
subdued his mind, senses and body, has a firm resolve, and
has surrendered his mind and reason to Me — that devotee
of Mine is dear to Me.
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S Bhagvan said : It has hands and feet on all sides, eyes,
head and mouth in all directions, and ears all-around; for
it stands pervading all in the universe.
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The Spirit dwelling in this body, is really the same as the
Supreme. He has been spoken of as the Witness, the true
Guide, the Sustainer of all, the Experiencer (as the embodied
soul), the Overlord and the Absolute as well.
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Some by meditation behold the supreme Spirit in the heart
with the help of their refined and sharp intellect; others
realize it through the discipline of knowledge, and still
others, through the discipline of Action, i.e., Karmayoga.
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Sr1 Bhagvan said : My primordial Nature, known as the
great Brahma, is the womb of all creatures; in that womb I
place the seed of all life. The creation of all beings follows
from that union of Matter and Spirit, O Arjuna.
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When light and discernment dawn in this body, as well as
in the mind and senses, then one should know that Sattva
is predominent.
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With the preponderance of Rajas, Arjuna, greed, activity,
undertaking of action with an interested motive, restlessness
and a thirst for enjoyment make their appearance.
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With the growth of Tamas, Arjuna, obtuseness of the mind
and senses, disinclination to perform one’s obligatory duties,
frivolity and stupor — all these appear.
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When a man dies during the preponderance of Sattva, he
obtains the stainless ethernal worlds (heaven etc.), attained
by men of noble deeds.
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Dying when Rajas predominates, he is born among those
attached to action; even so, the man who has expired during
the preponderance of Tamas is reborn in the species of the
deluded creatures such as insects and beasts etc.
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He who, sitting like a witness, is not disturbed by the Gunas,
and who, knowing that the Gunas alone move among the
Gunas, remains established in identity with God, and never
falls off from that state.
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He who is ever established in the Self, takes pain and
pleasure alike, regards a clod of earth, a stone and a piece
of gold as equal in value, is possessed of wisdom, accepts
the pleasant as well as the unpleasant in the same spirit,
and views censure and praise alike.
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He who is equipoised in honour or ignominy, is alike
towards a friend or an enemy, and has renounced the sense
of doership in all undertakings, is said to have risen above
the three Gunas.
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Sr1 Bhagvan said : They who are free from pride and
delusion, who have conquered the evil of attachment,
and are constantly abiding in God, whose cravings have
altogether ceased and who are completely immune to all
pairs of opposites going by the names of pleasure and pain,
and are undeluded, attain that supreme immortal state.
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Neither the sun nor the moon nor fire can illumine that
supreme self-effulgent state, attaining which they never
return to this world; that is My supreme abode.
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The eternal Jivatma in this body is a fragment of My own
self; and it is that alone which draws around itself the mind
and the five senses, which abide in Prakrti.
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Even as the wind wafts scents from their seat, so, too, the
Jivatma, which is the controller of the body etc., taking the
mind and the senses from the body which it leaves behind,
forthwith migrates to the body which it acquires.
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The radiance in the sun that illumines the entire world, and
that which shines in the moon and that which shines in the
fire too, know that radiance to be mine.
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And permeating the soil, it is I who support all creatures

by My vital energy, and becoming the sapful moon, I
nourish all plants.
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Taking the form of fire, as Vai$vanara, lodged in the body
of all creatures and united with the Prana (exhalation) and
Apana (inhalation) breaths, it is I who digest and assimilate
the four kinds of food.

JE 12, 13 q 14 @ AT —

T Yol ® WEM Ul WEY Saad © T gd, =,
geelt, afte enfe St <9 € 9 W € vifem W oren e e
g, T8 q% T WiEl o IR § 95 q=e w1 wE ot |
R ZH D S WO ok wed A fed ¥, gm 9 A




S 15 153

wfd (TNORIER) 9 SR 99 %1 S9ed e g1 99 H
S A off H € SR a7l R gEpuiar o S aren st
& € i deem o F & F

FETCETCAII STHERIE = : |
FAASRA ok ag o Ui gEuas: 118

JEE, &RH, oTdla:, 9TEH, SIEWd, oW, 9,
IAH:, I, 3IRH, oWk, AT, =, Ufd:, TEITH: |

Fifp # AREFE Siew-gu@ o waen I € 3R
sfgrel Siarae o Saw & e deed Sk g
off geue A ufes €1

Since I am wholly beyond the perishable world of matter
or Ksetra and am superior even to the imperishable soul,
Jivatma, hence I am known as the Purusottama, the Supreme
Self, in the world as well as in the Vedas.
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Sri Bhagvan said : Absolute fearlessness, perfect purity
of mind, constant fixity in the Yoga of meditation for the
sake of Self-realization, and even so, charity in its Sattvika
form, control of the senses, worship of God and other
deities as well as of one’s elders including the performance
of Agnihotra (pouring oblations into the sacred fire) and
other sacred duties, study and teaching of Vedas and other
sacred books as well as the chanting of God’s names and
glories, suffering hardships for the discharge of one’s sacred
obligations and uprightness of mind as well as of the body
and senses.
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Non-violence in thought, word and deed, truthfulness and
geniality of speech, absence of anger even on provocation,
disclaiming doership in respect of actions, quietude or
composure of mind, abstaining from slander, compassion
towards all creatures, absence of attachment to the objects of
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senses even during their contact with the senses, mildness,
a sense of shame in transgressing the scriptures or social
conventions, and abstaining from frivolous pursuits;
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Sublimity, forgiveness, fortitude, external purity, bearing
enmity to none and absence of self-esteem — these are,
O Arjuna, the marks of him, who is born with the divine
endowments.
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Hypocrisy, arrogance, pride and anger, sternness and
ignorance too — these are the marks of him, who is born
with demoniac properties.
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The divine endowment has been recognized as conducive
to liberation, and the demoniac one as leading to bondage.
Grieve not, Arjuna, for you are born with the divine
propensities.
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There are only two types of men in this world, Arjuna, the
one possessing a divine nature and the other possessing a
demoniac disposition. Of these, the type possessing divine
nature has been dealt with a length; now hear in detail
from Me about the type possesing demoniac disposition.
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Desire, anger and greed — these triple gates of hell, bring

about the downfall of the soul. Therefore, one should shun
all these three.
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Therefore, the scripture alone is your guide in determining
what should be done and what should not be done. Knowing
this, you ought to perform only such action as is ordained
by the scriptures.
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Sr1 Bhagvan said : Men of Satvika disposition worship
gods; those of Rajasika temperament worship demigods,

the demons; while others, who are of Tamasika disposition,
worship the spirits of the dead and ghosts.
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Foods which promote longevity, intelligence, vigour, health,
happiness and cheerfulness, and which are juicy, succulent,
substantial and naturally agreeable, are liked by men of
Sattvika nature.
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Foods which are bitter, sour, salty, overhot, pungent, dry
and burning, and which cause suffering, grief and sickness,
are dear to the Rajasika.
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Food which is ill-cooked or not fully ripe, insipid, putrid,
stale and polluted, and which is impure too, is dear to men
of Tamasika disposition.
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Worship of gods, the Brahmanas, one’s guru, elders and
great souls, purity, straightforwardness, continence and non-
violence — these are called penance of the body.
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Words which cause no annoyance to others and are truthful,
agreeable and beneficial, as well as the study of the Vedas

and other Sastras and the practice of the chanting of Divine
Name — this is known as penance of speech.
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Cheerfulness of mind, placidity, habit of contemplation
on God, control of the mind and perfect purity of inner
feelings — all this is called austerity of the mind.
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An oblation which is offered, a gift given, an austerity
practised, and whatever good deed is performed, if it is
without faith, it is termed as naught i.e. ‘asat’; therefore,
it is of no avail here or hereafter.

AT — AWE 16 oh 3 § WA A &al o foh ot
o gftfa fod 0 @ @ AT T AT 17 & TAllE 5 H
Fel T ¢ fF owe fafy 9 ed R €0 9 "R qg o




&A= 17 173

fopen @ qi ot o' FRefw ®, fewr &1 ui=mEes € s
TOH e wWE W e 9@ o O wHw © 1 YA, Yol
139 X we1 T o fofa @ €9 9 fomm o1 & f&an
g3 I dEfGR IS Bl 7 | 19 Yok 28 W ol gl ok
fowa ¥ v faofa g feon fF &K wopd afk famm ga
o fohon ST & A SHH FIS o9 T ¢, 7 39 99 H R
T Wl H |

e g € TR wedt gua el o wnel w1 e 9 s,
A B TavEE T




AT 18

T AT H WGEHAE AN’ w1 A fem e ? ) gy
&t 78 volih € fr@d @ 15 volhl w1 wEA fwan A ® )
Tg AT GEU H g M w5 R @1 'R <@ TR
MaEdt T HT SR q9 A Tl & A A g A
FT 1 A Fofa g @ ® - 9 W™ (2/9) S S
€3 S| Wdld Bl € i TR Wl € wer 9 uniey
W off wmtar ®1 SR T 1 o el € S 3 e
IO ? — AT HIg T E O R, § MUkt AT U
HRM' | (18/73) AT M T IT¥F 3TA *l, A1 FHel 5
IS o M W TH WIE I, WE (M) T T

T A o uE favm ¥ — I, g SR a9 ®d A
H HE H AR, A, TSTEe S qmiEe il
&1 fausH, =) 9ui o w@rAifae U1 @1 U, ®H 9
(Telih 45), I A (TR 50) T qfk T (el 55)
W YO, T 9@ I @ HT WAHT i IR0 o H
T qral 9 Hed B S T SR |

sfwara —

A

FIEEAT:HAE T AT HEAT adql
I TE AU eI O S 0

IA-TE-AU:-FH, T, TSIH, FHEH, T, €,

2

I, TEH, 99, F, TH, UEEINE, HASOn |




S 18 175

AT S —a9, T K U9 HH AT S
arg = €, afess S® A stawd wder & wEiRe 4w,
T AR W - A A & wd e TN aRe
FHEA T

SrT Bhagvan said : Acts of sacrifice, charity and penance
are not worth giving up; they must be performed. For

sacrifice, charity and penance — all these are purifiers to
the wise men.
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He who has neither aversion for action which is leading
to bondage (voqQ'ky) nor attachment to that which is
conducive to blessedness (0qQ'ky) — imbued with the quality
of goodness, he has all his doubts resolved, is intelligent
and a man of true renunciation.
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That action which is ordained by the scriptures and is not
accompanied by the sense of doership, and has been done
without any attachment or aversion by one who seeks no
return, is called Sattvika.
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There is no being on earth, or in the middle region or even
among the gods or anywhere else, who is free from these
three Gunas, born of Prakrti.
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The duties of the Brahmanas, the Ksatriyas and the Vaisyas,

as well as of the Siidras have been assigned according to
their innate modes of Prakrti (Gunas), Arjuna.
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Subjugation of the mind and senses, enduring hardships for
the discharge of one’s sacred obligations, external and internal
purity, forgiving the faults of others, straightness of mind,
senses and behaviour, belief in the Vedas and other scriptures,
God and life after death etc., study and teaching of the Vedas
and other scriptures and realization of the truth relating to
God — all these constitute the natural duties of a Brahmana.
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Heroism, majesty, firmness, diligence and dauntlessness in

battle, bestowing gifts, and lordliness — all these constitute
the natural duty of Ksatriya.
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Agriculture, rearing of cows and honest exchange of
merchandise — these constitute the natural duty of a Vaisya
(a member of the trading class); and service of the other
classes is the natural duty even of a Siidra (a member of
the labouring class).
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From whom all beings come into being and by whom the
whole universe is pervaded, by worshipping Him through
the performance of his own natural duties, man attains the
highest perfection.
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Resigning all your duties to Me, the all-powerful and all
supporting Lord, take refuge in Me alone; I shall absolve
you of all sins, worry not.
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This secret gospel of the Gita should never be imparted to
a man who lacks in austerity, nor to him who is wanting
in devotion, nor even to him who is not willing to hear;
and in no case to him who finds fault with Me.
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He who, offering the highest love to Me, preaches the most
profound gospel of the Gita among My devotees, shall come
to Me alone; there is no doubt about it.
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Whosoever studies this sacred dialogue of ours in the form
of the Gita, by him too shall I be worshipped with Yajia
of Knowledge; such is My conviction.
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The man who listens to the holy Gita with reverence, being
free from malice, he too, liberated from sin, shall reach the
propitious worlds of the virtuous.
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Arjuna said: Krspa, by Your grace my delusion has been

destroyed and I have gained wisdom. I am free of all doubt.
I will do your bidding.
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