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Letters to Seekers

Letter No. 26 : Shri Ram : Saroj Batika,
Jogendranagar.

04.01.1945
Dear Ram Chandra Jee,

I have already sent the reply to your letter from this very place. I have chosen to write
again under the spell of this chilly cold in dripping rain in the hills of Kangra.

The intelligent mind is ever making an effort to grasp the Reality in its own terms but
there are great limitations. The understanding through the mind must of necessity be in terms
of the mind, and the limitations of world of its experience. That understanding (expression)
can never be of the Reality as such; it can be at the most a faithful picture (view) of the
reality in the available colours. To understand the Reality as such we have to enter the
Reality consciousness, which can be more simply put as ‘being one with it’. This I call
Samadhi-gyana which dispenses with all via media, the sources of aberrations and errors, the
veils between the knower and the known. That state ‘of being one’ with Reality can only be
attained when we try to get beyond the mind. When we try to understand through the mind,
we are not one with it. To get beyond we have to take a stand above the mind, to become
a disinterested witness of the mental operations, knowing fully well the limitations of them
all. This will gradually put you in touch with the stillness beyond the mind and you will go
ahead towards the state of oneness with the Reality.

1. In our work for spiritual advancement, we have to keep a few things in view always:-

Our views must be changing as we get ahead according as our stand in the spiritual path
changes. Therefore there must be no impatience about fixing Reality in terms of intellectual
terminology once for all. Who knows where the infinite ‘finites’? An ever evolving intellect
and ever heightening spiritual experience are the two terms of the spiritual expression. Why
should we not always be prepared to yield to a more evolved future?

This should not frighten. As far as spiritual experience goes, we know that we are
walking on terra firma. Every passing moment is taking us towards perfection.

I am not putting forth agnosticism as such. I am only driving at the fact that full
expression of the Reality in terms of the mind may not have finality. This I call intellectual
self-surrender.... rather, the first step to it (which is) ‘keeping the mind open’!

2. That we shall stop short on the way to the perfection may be another fear. If one is
sincere, if one is open minded, if one looks to the Highest to lead him on and above all
if he is not impatient at all, I see no reason why he may stop short on the way. The One
that has led us on will lead us on, must lead us on. The burden is His, not mine, and I
should add, in the same breath, ‘the credit also is His, not mine’. But how to be sure of the
conditions? Pray for them and they will be had for the asking. His munificence is too well
known to fear a refusal. The Powers of light shall shed their sweet mellow and guide you
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on to the greatest heights, whatever they be. After all what seems to be the greatest to the
present consciousness may be the greatest from the view point of the lightest consciousness.
Then why limit yourself by a specific demand. Let us learn to depend upon the wisdom of
the Highest. ‘I have chosen you and you shall chose for me, my Lord’. When I say this, I
mean it. ‘The Reality is one, the ultimate, my Lord is one, the Highest, > and I mean Him.
Behind, far behind, I leave the quagmire of intellectual differentiations of the Purshottama,
the Nirguna, and so on. Such a prayer is an iron grip which nothing can resist. “The Citadel
of heaven is taken by storm”, said Jesus, the Christ.

I may be a child walking on the pathway of perfection, the Temple of Reality, but I go
bravely, I go confidently, I go humbly, because my Lord is with me, nay because I rest in
His very bosom, the place of greatest security. Personalities come and go at his beck and
call. T honour them all but assign them no more finality than their due. I honour Him and
in honouring Him, I honour the whole universe, myself included.

With blessings and love,
Yours in the Lord,

Ramanand
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