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Letters to Seekers
Letter No. 16 : Shri Ram : Chitai, Almora.
28.09.1944

Yours of the 24% to hand.

The Navanha-parayana of the Ramayana was over the day before. Three Akhand Japs were
held on consecutive days from 24™ to 26" in the evening from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. Days simply
flew past. This is my first experience of a combined Navanha-parayana and it has proved a
great success. The intensity of vibrations in the Japam on the third day was on the verge of
unbearability. So you have already been reading the Ramayana a great deal. The mariyada
purushottama aspect of Rama is indeed very nicely brought out by Tulsidas Ji, both as a man
and as the Lord. Rama is painted in the highest possible colour and one feels no hesitation at all
in taking him to be the Lord. That seems to be the highest conception to which the conscious
mind can soar. That the man Ram is merely an (outward) projection of the Real, Parabrahma,
Tulsi Das himself stated so often in the text. The anaanyabhava 377 919 is so well delineated
in the character of Bharat that I can not think of a parallel elsewhere.

W 7 g A wH e, ufa 7 wes e |

STH OSHA WA TH UE, I8 SR, 7 S
and

Seig S IR G foERs, e S afdl 98 SRS |

dp ©H S uE WIS | 98 WY He witd el ||

T4 99 e &= T =T
This is real AR 9, the 3791 49 of which we hear in the Gita. It becomes much
clearer when we read this charitra of Bharat in Ramayana.

and truely

Again in the same instance the humility of both Ram and Bharat, coupled with the reciprocal
self samarpan of both the Bhakta and Bhagwan is so charming. Bharat dares express his desire,
but in the same breath admits that ‘thy will is paramount and be done’. In that lies the good
of one and all.

If we approach this book with a view to find faults, there are many, for there is many a
spot where mythology is interwoven within the story and the current sayings of the people have
been given undue sanction, as @@ IR ¥R TY] R etc. But even in mythology the nobility
of character is so well painted in Sati Charitra (¥T)

S Hife AT TR TR | RS §Y T 9 WS pe ||

There was a time when I did not like the text, but at present I feel, with all the shortcomings
there is not another text in Hindi which will equal the Ramayana from the point of view of an
aspirant.

I'am shortly leaving for the Pindari Glacier. It will mean a little break in our correspondence
but not just now. You will do well to write c/o Pt. Shri Niwas Joshi, Talla Dania, Almora and
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he shall manage. Kindly do not be impatient, if there is delay.

We may be holding another Akhand Jap on the 1% of October. Do you observe any
restrictions about food during the Japam? We generally take vegetables, milk and fruit during
the day. The two hourly terms system has proved most useful. The smaller and the less disturbed
the room, the greater the effect of the vibrations for there is a greater degree of ‘saturation’ of
the atmosphere. You have held so many Akhand Japs; does any one perceive the intensity of
vibrations in the Akhand Japa or any other effect?

Yours in the Lord,

Ramanand
Letter No. 17 : Shri Ram : Loharkhet, Distt. Almora.
05.10.1944

I take this opportunity of remembering you today, sitting at a place about fifty miles N.E.
of Almora on the way to the Pindari Glacier. As I am writing the roar of the hill ravine is filling
my ears, and it is so very quiet and clam otherwise.

We are to learn to look upon life and all its events dispassionately. The more one is able
to do it the more rapidly he can change himself and the less miserable his life becomes for
himself and his associates. After all, the centre of consciousness (individual) lies beyond all
that is perceivable within and without, and it should not be so difficult to establish oneself
there temporarily if not permanently. To acquire that attitude one is to attempt. Let the name be
hummed within you when you mean to assume the attitude or let it run deeply within you. This
will at once lift the consciousness to the superconscious regions from where you can survey
dispassionately. Look upon the misdeeds of others, as well as your own, from those Himalayan
heights i.e. stand apart and watch. Such an attitude will take the wind out of the sails of anger
and sex-instinct. You will be in tune with the Lord and His Grace will hold you firm as a rock
in the tempest. Such is the power of His name, and such the power of His Grace. Deem it not
impossible. This you can easily realise within yourself.

We are to learn to lean upon Him in difficulty. Let Him be our constant companion. We
can hear His voice in the calmest moments within ourselves. His advice is for our ultimate good
(not immediate always). Have faith and act. The more we follow it, the clearer and stronger
becomes that guidance. It is in many aspirants an urge from within which has nothing to do
with reason.

I shall be back from the Glacier before the Mahalakshmi. My address upto the 25" October
will be the permanent one. Thereafter I shall be leaving the hills.

Hope all of you there are well. Munnie is also making good progress, I hope.

Very likely your reply is already on its way to me.
Yours in the Lord,

Ramanand
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o SR ¥ oS 7 I8 A T grm R S
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I oF 9 € 9hW I w1 9R e H
S R

S SAfed I 9 @ Wed B TSR
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S 5 el e F A S e e
51 € T, TR, I, 9 R I — I §a
ft f-FH JFR ok e F | MR ok fawa o
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g9 T 9IS TS Hd 2 S 3g, &,
A, @ AN WA &l oM ol B ¢ |
TSR Te ol Al hl 6T e,

g W "9 YHR W YRR ol B G ol
Bl © | AU qeifeeh o amfdes o o 9
1 =g gl o g W eneifia e @ e
effoTeh g@ i Yl et € |

I 1 STHTOl H G WA odd §
for <t a9 sl | afvia fafy o sigER feen
SE, fo 1 ®d H TN & HOd TEH W
oo S 9% Gifes a9 B €1 A H
°h('|r°°| ('IﬁlH{ el % Rlen H.@ql 10 @ 16
%  Tuemn T ¥, SRl gSaid S 7 hed
o off ¥ a9 Afed gSstl &l W 3T Hal
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FA AR o A qE Al S B T
yeR Y 99 § T W & 3d e
U 9 M WA HeA H W B S |
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=it o, form sferon & SR fo g1 o foran
ST 2 |
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TEM 3 @ F8l q we K & fom ga
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3R S o o fEm gen g9 #H € 98 w9
1 Gd I el ¢ wiefd 9g wd A df 39

T2, e AaURge, 1feh A, ek 3ver,
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FH I HE G W IR HT SR B
2| Afoe @YE oo SAfE Wfed, @,
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A Y & 99T e e =ifet foe &
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Rising beyond Ego

Revered Swami Ramanand Ji Mabharaj
has written commentary on Geeta titled Gita
Vimarsh. Inthe preface itself, Swamiji has dealt
with the issue of ego and the mistake we make
when we think that what we speak or write is
our own thoughts. Swamiji clarifies that our
present thinking is also not entirely our own.
It is a combination of what we have heard,
seen, imbibed from the existence. Nothing we
say can be authenticated as our own original
thought. In fact, Swamiji says that without our
knowing, so much information, knowledge,
call it what you may, comes to us.

Thoughts that come to us may also
be due to messages beyond the physical
realm. Therefore, when an author receives
appreciation for what he writes, it appears
totally misplaced. It is foolish even to think
that somebody has written an insightful
article. Nobody can claim proprietary rights
about any of the thoughts spoken or written.

Itis fallacious to claim exclusive ownership
of any idea. "O Gargi," says Yagnavalkya -
“one universal imperishable consciousness
has penetrated everything in this universe”.
Mundaka Upnishad says “Know that the
Atman has interpenetrated the external and
internal universe along with mind and vital
energies.” Hence anything that we think also
is not exclusively ours. We are all part of the
universal consciousness. This leaves no place
for pride or any egoistical thought.

This leads one to the second question as
to why does one write in the first place. Is it
to show-off to the world of how wise one has

become? Or is it to gain approval of some
of the people and bask in the glory of the
encomiums? Or it is to boost one's already
overblown ego by showing also how keenly
the author
unique inferences? What does one write that
has already not been expressed better by more
accomplished people?

Swamiji provides the answer when HE
says, "I write because I know what I write
is not entirely my own but if somehow it is
able to create a new meaning in the mind
of someone or it may lend new depth to the
thinking of the individual then I feel that my
exertion has paid off."

Swamiji does not claim to be Mr.
KNOW ALL. He clearly credits the readings,
discussions and experiences for shaping his
views. Often Swamiji says “what I know as
of date”. Thus, Swamiji has shared copious
amount of his Wisdom but done so by
remaining humble. He does not say anywhere
that his insight or conclusions are the last
word on any subject. He encourages exchange
of views and exhorts us to try and live by his
teachings but reach our own conclusions.

Our existence is so brief in this world and
on the evolutionary scale it is not even equal
to a speck of dust. Yet we remain oblivious
to the fact that all of our possessions will be
left behind and all our ownership, disputes
and claims, shall cease at once. Statements
such as “I wrote it,” “I told you so.” etc. lose
all importance. We have seen that our thinking
even is not exclusively our own, hence let the

has observed life and reached
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praise or criticism neither impact us nor our  limitations imposed by the five instruments
€go. of knowledge man is bound with - the five
Vivekanand spoke of the Vedantic idea of  sensory organs. In the heart of things, there
this unity of all beings in his speech on ‘God  is Unity still. And that Unity is God.”
in Everything’, delivered in London in 1896. The only take away one could gather from
“This is another great theme of the reading literature left behind by Swamiji is
Vedanta, this oneness of life, this oneness of  that the idea of 'me' being this body or bearing
everything. We shall see how it demonstrates ~ a name or identification or having a status are
that all our misery comes through ignorance, = meaningless.
and this ignorance is the obsession with From the above discussion, I have drawn
manifoldness. The separation between man  the conclusion that - "I must remain grateful
and man, between nation and nation, between  to all those who shared their knowledge and
earth and moon, between moon and sun. Out  all the contemporaries who have influenced
of this idea of separation comes all misery. = me with their thinking. All my thinking is not
But, the Vedanta says, this separation does not ~ mine, hence there is no place for ego."

exist, it is not real. It is merely apparent, the — Dinseh Bahl
oo o %

3108 FGlal Aol LY

AT — TF aN WA F1 9o A H02 % G99 @l ¢ | deig 9 § ¥ a1y
TH % 9K 98 Uk T o fed oft 9= T @l fhdd 90 qmeEr w1 9o SR farad wol
A, B WM W, B URRfd (e HER s ®E w1 AT IR, W, GRER,
wd yidehet), ¥ eraE (W, TR, e, A, Se|E, G o oh % WO ok
gEME, S9HE, SR, g o) — #, W FE ¥ SW € — WHa-Sied chddl WE
FE wW G, g o e H ft PR, % 9o o fe @ fuen €, zEfad =ied
JRTE Tl @, STh! SFEUE WoH hed  HUS E WEH Sl A Hi| TH HEH g
€| T ST Y FE 6 AW AT T w W avit € — A U U ud ot e
ST — TH dgd 9€t 2Rt H U ddd R oh 9o o fodl fed W™ a1l SaM W @i
fen iR sEd AN (Ad) Wi 1 o™ A9 Hiq § e @ e 2, e ot WUl T
FEl off w, fedt off offeafg-oemen 4 ®W, <9 3@ e =nfed
B H, 9 9% I9 H F qd ¢, a9 WEY — IEUE W H WEY B —
% Ad Fod W TE v o oft = wem w a1 AR o) e, § foe
& el | SH YRR W@ qF YO €, W a9 HEl o @, fRe off sreren § @, 9w
‘Y’ E, IMYHT 9SH Toldl ©, deldl & | ft w, AR AUHl TEH H W T H

foray WUS — oS W idfed wieid  Hsi id oA g8 €, Ul e A1 @
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(8/7)
@H od T - ey © onf g Ee
T § R B SR AR g f
SfEReaTE § o § -
e g W W wEl |
ag aIRfa Mug 3@ awEl
(1/111/4)
o e B - S A eEs (T
®q ) STR1 (WEM HI) TR HA €, 9
q HERER (T YR hl ME % T 9
T g TER o HHH IR R W E |
foren o 1 o1ef ¥ — wEem, MUl wE
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qeff A @R T | 3R B wE AN @,
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o, 39 H oAt w81 e w@a: gen
IR M H gfafda & St @1 fEar &1 gEa
Fd T — AW ¥ wER # TEW Hegd

o @

@ wU - o w1 wa o ¥ - Aw|
% & I T4 — WEM H AR H,
WA I AR A, e hl A B
I A & weE €1 g favelvul W WHR
3 -

e W - IR, Al e gmd
AR T oaeqeil w1 GeEda 9@ g e
g U@: @ 98 $® 99d o fod e
H AL WA B, S — WEM & A
;IR SN, RGN, WA, SUEAL, SI=A
w1 FhE g wE; T R 90 U
Ted ®E; @Y, 9d, IYAE, 99, I R
M |

TEM & I8 HH o fod @I IWRR
AR TEe sheal  Seed B g1 S
AR ge H AR wH W HHl hioAE el
g1 ofw ¥ IR wd shsA @ wfw
TN YA B OGH RO AR R 3R
S Hfed B S 1 YRR US gtsEl e
vife a8 oh SRoT e =eE "o
IEUE FY § WA hl AR H HE
T BT B 1 S 9% SRl YRR WY R,
9 qeh Afw-G-3Afus TH qo e

BT | 519 YRR W8 A i U T ST
Tegd Bl ®, Ut A fiem W 9% seuem
2, Ul B TR ok ford ot e 7= u w,
ST YRR AUl 30 ford e &t Sed
Tegd Bl =1fed | dmeiaara o s € -
whrfafeg =R fasni fafe enfafy firer fafr g
fatr g TR i @rg wifeam
(7/130%)

Th dd € — S sl W e fiEm
AT T SR @l S e TR oil €,
99 & 7 TRl § TEel ) o R g

9gd SHE H IR HLA AMfed | IR A Hl
faf= wremsti ®§ -9 o favy e R
TH-T9 ! AEHT AUR T, <, AW T
SEERaTTE § o § —
a7k T hgd W IS |
A WH AaRT W AS:
(2/216/4)
TR 31l ® — W H S oot A T
I ‘9’ HE od §, 9 Wl dE-a 9 'l
S
qe M — o9 fmedt off Wem & gm|
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fon — 9 suW Y@ ®; " Wlel, dohi
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Ul T weeg ) g 9= gEw wiE o
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‘qrgeE: wamtda '
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TR =ues  wew  @umm)
T d W wfE § Smm
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Sar § fF we "9 SiE WEE €9 9
o &, Y9 W 9 Y B S ® |
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SleAlcRd fRifaR fgeEae 2023 w6t faaot

SArcee frfor o1 gy i 18 femma @] &t oft el AieA & @] fag foman
F A G% gFfedl i wW W genm  FfeR w1 WeweW w9 ERd &1 semeral o
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(it 4.22) “Cease to blame the world.
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R TeT TS T SRTl e oA el Only look out properly.”
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